Mark is back in the US, Barb and Jim will be coming back on Sunday.  Jon’s will continue to stay in Haiti distributing his water purification systems. A truly wonderful and special job done by all.  Below is a final update from Jim and Barb.  If all works out, we’ll still be going on our February mission, I’ll keep you posted. Thanks for all you prayers and support:
As Mark has returned to Atlanta, Barb and Dr. Jim prepare to make the long journey back tomorrow, 400 pounds lighter and not much in their small backpacks. They will leave PAP around 6:30am for the 10 hour journey.  Jon will stay a few more days to continue his dedication with the water purification program.
Chris and Lollie Sertich have graciously arranged first class accommodations at a hotel in Santo Domingo and for first class seats on the flight to Atlanta. (I think it was supposed to be a surprise, but Barb told me).  Chris and Lollie are first class people.  Lollie is one of Barb's "Haiti sisters".   
Barb said she is "ready to come home"; she sounded extremely tired tonight.  Not a lot happened today at the Matthew 25 house; 30 or so patients treated and 30 others transferred to other care centers.  There are two patients left.  She was calling from the rooftop overlooking the soccer pitch.  When they arrived, half the field was dedicated to patients; the other half for living accommodations; now it’s all for living.  "It's a good feeling."
 Barb and Dr. Jim are scheduled to arrive at 6:10pm on Sunday  (24Jan) on Delta Flight 598.
So, I really have not gotten an update today.  All I know is that Jim “gave report” to the doctors that are taking over for them.  He said he then sat down and had a beer! He says after that he planned on having another. At 9pm he texted and said he was pleasantly buzzed and going to bed.  They are getting on the bus for the DR at 6:30am.  He says they expect to arrive at 6pm.
A big thank you to Christi Watts who arranged rooms for them both!  A shower and a soft bed will do both of them some good!   
A big thank you as well to Lollie and Chris Sertich, for upgrading them to first class for the plane ride home.  Lollie said 3 hrs of booze, food and room to stretch their legs will help them feel better!
Barb texted that she has never been in first class and they both thanked ME---I had to explain who had really done it and why (to thank them for all they had done this week.)  This was Jim’s reply: “They should be thanked.  Our work would not be possible without the interest and passion and generosity of people just like them.  We were the hands and feet on the ground manifesting the desire of their hearts to help.”  I think that sums it up!  
 
Below is the blog from the Denver medical team that helped out at Matthew 25:
http://bonaresponds.blogspot.com/search/label/haiti
 

Here’s the website for Matthew 25 House:
http://www.parishprogram.org/matthew-25-house
 

