Jon and I departed Ft. Lauderdale last night in a private jet designed for passengers, but loaded to the gills with water treatment supplies, plus food and beverages we bought to distribute when we saw a need. We landed in Kingston, Jamaica to refuel in case we were forced to circle Port au Prince for an extended period of time before landing. Our plane was already several hundred pounds overweight and with the full tank, I admit I was a little nervous about the landing, especially with Jon's dark humor about the situation,, but it was smooth as can be as we touched down a bit before 5:00 am. We were considered a UN-sponsored flight so that is why we were allowed to land (Thank you anonymous sponsor!) The fuel alone was calculated to cost around $5,000. The crew donated their time (This was their 3rd trip in 3 days) and there was zero cost to us. We were met by UN personnel and they were pleased with our payload which included beverages for the makeshift hospital they have set up in a hanger at their compound adjacent to the airport. They are in serious need of treated water for their patients and we are going to help them with that. Our pal Bernard picked us up and took us to his place where we took a short power-nap before heading to a morning meeting being held in Petionville to discuss the water situation in PaP and how different groups can collaborate. On the way we saw many collapsed buildings but were relieved to see the majority still standing - though we did not go through any of the hardest hit areas. We did however smell the scent of death as we went through one neighborhood. So far, the streets are crowded and busy, but people seem calm. We are at the meeting now and voila! Wifi! That's good because I am having very little success with any of my phones, including the satellite phone. Wish my French was better because that is all they are speaking at this meeting.

I have not yet been able to reach Jim and Barb because of the phone problems. They should be at the Mathew 25 house by now. I don't know when I'll have internet again, so don't worry if you don't hear from us soon.

From Port au Prince 

Mark Coughlin
