Thanks for putting out that update Dave. So much happened today, it hard to believe it was just one day. There is so much suffering here, it is hard to bear - and not just the physical sort of suffering. I'm having trouble forgetting one little girl with facial injuries lying on a tarp in the medical area of the soccer field here at Mathew 25. I tried to cheer her up talking about how her injuries would heal fast and she responded "Yes, but my mother is dead under our house." That's a wound not going to heal anytime soon. There is another adorable kid sleeping on the dining room table behind me right now. Thank God Jim Toth and Barb Burk got here when they did. Her left foot is half-gone and mangled beyond repair and after 4 days with the same bandaging on, she was getting badly infected. She is on a steady IV drip of antibiotics and painkillers and is being incredibly brave. Job one for me tomorrow is to fine a surgeon to amputate her foot before she becomes septic like another little boy Jim worked on earlier. That particular case seemed to rattle Jim more than a little. He said to me "Today I have see the worst injuries I have ever seen." Earthquakes can do terrible damage to cities and to people.

Earlier today, after our meeting with other aid groups on water, Jon and I, along with another experienced aid worker named Michaer Ritter left on foot (gasoline and therefore rides are very scarce right now) in order to make our way to Delmas 33 where the Mathew 25 house is located Along the way, we witnessed the terrible destruction this disaster wrought. We saw many collapsed buildings from which emanated the smell of death. People are no longer clawing at the ruins trying save people. That time seems to have passed. The ruins have grown silent. A Haitian man walking along with us acted as a macabre tour guide: "40 people died in here; 20 people died there." We stopped to assess water needs in one of the tent cities that have sprung up in every park in PaP. We checked the water status of one of the few hospitals still standing here and were shocked by the number of badly injured people lying in front of the building waiting to get in and also by the carnage and chaos inside.

When we arrived here at Mathew 25, it became clear to me that I should stay for at least a few days and help Barb and Jim deal with the injured, our Haitian helpers and the crowds, while Jim and Michael work on water issues. I want all the people who donated medical supplies to know that that stuff is absolutely invaluable here. Without them, we wouldn't be able to do nearly as much to ease the suffering of these hurting people. 

Mark Coughlin
